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MILITARY SECRETARY TO THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

JUNE 7, 1898.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the
Union and ordered to be printed.

Mr. HULL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, submitted the
following

REPORT.

[To accompany H. R. 10608.]

The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred a letter of
the Secretary of War, hereto attached and made a part of this report,
report the same to the House with the recommendation that the accom-
panying bill do pass.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, June 7, 1898.

Sin: In connection with our conversation this morning I have the honor to inclose
copy of a letter written by the Secretary yesterday to Hon. J. R. Hawley, chairman
of the Senate Committee on Military Affairs, urging early legislation to provide for
the appointment of a military secretary to the Secretary of War.

Very respectfully,
G. D. MEIKLEJORN,

Assistant Secretary of War.
Hon. J. A. T. HULL,

Chairman Committee on Military Affairs, House of Representatives.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, June 6, 1898.

SIR: I have the honor to recommend legislation to provide for the appointment of
an officer in the Army to be assigned to duty in the office of the Secretary of War,
and to such other duty as the Secretary of War may direct.
The bureaus of the Department are provided with permanent officers, but the

office of the Secretary of War has none. There is need of an officer familiar with
the duties pertaining to all the bureaus and offices of the Department. Of course, I
do not mean that there should be in this office one possessing the technical knowl-
edge of the specialists in the several bureaus, but a specialist in the duties of the
office of the Secretary, including a general accurate knowledge of the business of
the bureaus. Such knowledge only comes from long experience, and is of great
value. The responsibility attaching to the duties of the office proposed fully war-
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rants the rank of lieutenant-colonel which is provided in the following draft of the
legislation desired:
"That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized to select a person whom he

may consider to be especially well qualified for the performance of the duties of
the office by reason of long and faithful service in the War Department, and, by
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to appoint him in the Army, to be
military secretary to the Secretary of War, who shall have the rank, pay, and
allowances of a lieutenant-colonel, and who shall perform such duties in the
Department of War as shall be prescribed by the Secretary of War or may be
required by law, and who may be assigned to other duty, in the discretion of the
Secretary of War."
While the duties of the office would warrant the rank of colonel, I have decided

to ask that the office be given the rank of lieutenant-colonel.
I am satisfied from my experience that the office should be a permanent creation,

and in order that the services of the officer may be utilized to the fullest extent, it
is provided that he be assigned to other duty, in the discretion of the Secretary.
At the present time there is need of a Second Assistant Secretary of War, during

the period of the war, as asked for in my letter of the 17th ultimo, but the office
which I have designated military secretary is a need of the Department in peace as
well as in war.
This legislation will enable me to assign to the officer selected duties now occupy-

ing time which I can devote to more important matters, and the public interests will
be subserved by the more speedy dispatch of business.
May I ask that this matter receive consideration at an early date, and, if possible,

that it be engrafted on some of the measures now pending, thus relieving the needs
of the Department.

Very respectfully, R. A. ALGER,
Secretary of War.

Hon. J. R. HAWLEY,
Chairman Committee on Military Affairs, United States Senate..
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